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SUB J : HOST COUNTRY IMPORT PRICES 

REF: STATE 199778 

1. INDICES OF IMPORT PRICES DO NOT APPEAR IN 1973 REVIEW OF 
EXTERNAL TRADE NOW IN LATEST (FIRST HALF 1973) CENTRAL BANK 
REVIEW OF ECONOMY NOR ARE THEY AVAILABLE FROM ANY OTHER FMG 
SOURCE. CENTRAL BANK OFFICIAL SAYS BANK NOW SEIZED WITH 
PROBLEMS AND IN PROCESS PREPARING SUCH DATA ALTHOUGH PROJECT 
MAY NOT BE FINISHED FOR SOME MONTHS. HE PROMISED MAKE IT 
AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY ONCE COMPLETED. OF POSSIBLE HISTORICAL 
INTEREST IS INDEX FOR NIGERIA FROM 1949-65 ON PAGE 318 OF 

1972 IMF PUBLISHED INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL STATISTICS 
SUPPLEMENT BUT UNFORTUNATELY DATA NOT PUBLISHED AFTER 1965. 

2. IN RESPONSE QUESTION HOW FMG OFFICIALS DOCUMENTED 
ARGUMENT THAT IMPORT PRICES HAVE RISEN CORRESPONDINGLY OVER 
LAST TWO DECADES WITH RISE IN OIL PRICES, OFFICIAL SAID 

INDICES OF EXPORT PRICES OF DEVELOPED COUNTRIES WERE USED. 
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